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President’s Corner 


With this issue we'll wrap up coverage of our 
enjoyable 2023 Field Day effort. You'll find our 
score breakdown and some more photos of your 
fellow club members who made it all a 

success. We hope to see even more participants 
next year. 


Want to help the club in another way? We're 
still looking for someone to be the net control 
operator for our weekly net in 

September. Doing so is quite simple. Just read 
from_a script and acknowledge people as they 
check in. How easy is that? Please reach out to 
a club officer if you are willing to step up. 


Traditionally, we've held a club picnic 

in September in lieu of a regular 

meeting. Would you like to do this again? Bring 
your thoughts to our next meeting. We'll gauge 
interest in holding one and if so, where? 


Looking for some more Ham gear and can't wait 
until Sonoma Hamfest in the spring? Sonoma 
County Radio Amateurs is hosting a radio and 
electronic flea market on Saturday, September 
23rd from 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM at the Luther 
Burbank Art and Garden Center. It will include 
breakfast and a testing session. Thanks to lola 
(KK6HRE) for the flier. 


This month's meeting topic will be the World of 
Arduino. The popular open source platform 
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produces microcontrollers used to build or 
control digital devices. What sorts of things can 
be created using these building blocks? Join to 
watch a video and find out 


—By Robert KASWSS 


NEXT MEETING 
Wed, August 16, 2023, 7:30pm 
Zoom meeting room info will be emailed 
later. 
Topic: Welcome to the World of 
Arduino 


Minutes of the July 19, 2023 


meeting 


KA5SWSS (Robert), WD6BOR (Darrel), W1EJ (Ed), 
W8EWL (John), KEGSM (Marc), NJ6E (Stan), 
N7PIB (Sanford), N7TSQ (Joe), N6LY (Liz), K6YD 
(Kevin), KD6FIL (Dave), WB6TMH (Mike), 
WA6VAG (Chuck), KM6URP (Kathy) 


BUSINESS AND OFFICER REPORTS 


Adopt meeting minutes as published in the 
newsletter? MMS- Approved 


OFFICER REPORTS 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR - Eileen, KG6QNT Absent 
ACS LEAD - Moe, KI6JNU Absent 


On 24th quarterly leadership meeting will take 
place. Contact WA6CRB for info. 


VE LIAISON - Elizabeth, N6LY 

Upcoming tests: Jul 29 and Oct 28. 
Reservations required. Probably 10 max. 
RADIO OFFICER - Mike, WB6TMH 
Weekly Net Control 

This month - Ed, W1EJ 

Next month - Carl, N6TTV 


Need new net control ops for September. 
Thanks to John, W8EWL for taking October. 


TRUSTEE - Darrel, WD6BOR 
SECRETARY/TREASURER - Dave, KD6FIL 
Bank balance: ~$3,788 in bank. 

Need to pay Darrel for Field Day BBQ meat 


Vice President - Ed, w1E! 
PRESIDENT - Robert, KASWSS 


Website update needed. No masks for testing 
required now. 


Field Day Debrief 


Dave suggests we should get one more pop up 
for Field Day. Look for good deals on smaller 
sized pop ups. Will report back next month with 
options. 


Darrel suggests antenna prep steps next year 
(continuity testing, etc). He’ll update the tower 
trailer instructions with this info. Towers were 
probably too close this year. 


Announcements 


Next month’s meeting topic: Welcome to the 
World of Arduino and Picnic in September 
planning. 


MYSTERY BOX DRAWING - Joe (N7TSQ) has it. 


MEETING TOPIC - CAPTURE THE MAGIC OF 
SIX METERS 


—Submitted by Dave KD6FIL 


Field Day Scoring Breakdown 
Call Used: W6AJF ARRL/RAC Section: SF Class: 3A 


Participants: 10 Club/Group Name: Valley of the Moon 
Amateur Radio Club 


Power Source(s): Battery, Solar 
Power Multiplier: 2X 
Preliminary Total Score: 2,594 


Bonus Points: 

Bonus Points Status 

100% emergency power 300 
Media publicity 100 
Public location 100 
W1AW Field Day message 100 
Natural power QSOs completed 100 
Site visit by invited elected official 100 
Site visit by invited served agency 100 
Safety officer 100 
Entry submitted via web 50 


Total bonus points 1,050 


CW Digital Phone Total 
Total QSOs 323 4 118 
Total Points 646 8 118 772 Claimed 
Score = (QSO points x power mult) = 1,544 


—Submitted by Dave KD6FIL 


On the Air 


e Sanford (N7PIB) has contacted at least 
3,173 parks as part of the Parks on the 
Air (POTA) program. 


e Robert (KASWSS) made 17 contacts during 
the North America QSO Party RTTY contest. 


e = Cycle 25 has proven to be a fickle 
beast. Carl (N6TTV) reports that the 

bands crashed during the NA QSO Party but 
conditions improved later. Nevertheless, he 
made 102 contacts. 


e Robert (KASWSS) made QSOs on 7 
different bands with the 1A0OC operation at the 
Sovereign Military Order of Malta compound in 
Rome using CW, SSB and FT8. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


More Field Day Photos 
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—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 
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Preparing to erect the club's military surplus 
tube tower with a 20M beam. 


A couple of Sonoma Police Department officers 
accepted our invitation and visited our site. 


The club's tower trailer sporting a triband beam 
ready to be raised. 
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We didn't have a canopy for every station this 
year, So we improvised with a tarp. Mike 
(WB6TMH) is at the controls here. 


Both towers are up and we are ready to make 
contacts. 


Ham Humor 


“What's your 
Favorite band?’ 


“Seventeen 
Meters.” 


Conditions were sometimes windy and later in 
the day we had to deal with cold conditions 
rather than hot ones. Here, Ed (W1EJ) fights off 
the cold while making QSOs. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 
Misc 


° Jim (K5ND) mentioned his ebook on Six 


Later that evening Carl (N6TTV) burned the Meters during the presentation shown at the 
midnight oil at the controls. July meeting. You can download your free copy 
a ——— — here. 
=e = | i 1B) e The 2023 High Desert Hamfest will be held 


. A ul a, on Saturday, September 30th in Redmond, 
Oregon. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Carl (N6TTV) at the controls on Sunday 
morning. In the background, Darrel (WD6BOR) 
chats with Sonoma City Councilman Jack Ding, 
who stopped by for a visit. 


FREE! FREE! FREE! 


Now that | have your attention, | would like to 
offer an MFJ-1835 Cobweb antenna to any club 
member who wants it. This is the original 
Cobweb that covers five bands 10, 12, 15, 17, 
and 20 meters. | will leave it assembled to save 
me the trouble of disassembly and you the 
trouble of reassembly. It measures about nine 
feet on each side so it can be transported on top 
of an SUV or ina pickup. | will bring it to 
breakfast for pickup, or for a beer and a snack | 
will deliver to your place. It is about five years 
old and | don’t use it so | thought | would 
transfer it to someone who needs it. The manual 
is available on line. 


—Submitted by Ed W1EJ 


Electronic Flea Market 09-23-2023 
—Submitted by Andrew KE6HID 
Location: Luther Burbank Art & Garden Center, 


2050 Yulupa Ave, Santa Rosa, Ca 
Types of Sellers: 

e Ham radio enthusiasts 

e Silent Key representatives 

e Electronics enthusiasts 

e Antique Radios 

e Vintage Radios 

e Test Equipment & Parts 

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc. 
EVENT CONTACT: 


lola Beckley kk6hre 
707-755-1630 
iolabeckley104@gmail.com 


Amateur Radio Exam Test 
& Radio Testing: 

Brian Torr n6iiy 
n6iiy@arrl.net 


Sonoma County Radio 
Amateurs, Inc 

P.O. Bos 116 

Santa Rosa, CA 95409 


DATE OF SALE: 


Schedule of Events: 

6am Setup 

7am Pancake/Waffle Breakfast 

8am Swap Meet Starts 

8am ~ 9:30 Radio Testing 

9:30 ~ 11:00am Amateur Radio Exam Session 
11am Breakfast Ends 

12pm Swap Meet Ends 

3pm All participants must be cleared out leaving 
a clean parking lot. 


BREAKFAST COSTS: 


Adults 13 to 100 $10.00 

Pre-Teens 5 to 12 $5.00 

Under 5 FREE 

STREET PARKING OR OVERFLOW AT LDS 
CHURCH NEXT DOOR 


QSL Card Inbox 


—Submitted aa Robert KASWSS 


CQ Zone:8 - ITU Zoned te gloc: aS ony. NA- 109’ St’ Vincent ae .] 


My only St. Vincent QSL card up to the present 
time was from a 10M SSB QSO in 2003. Adding 
some new bands and modes, | worked the J8NY 
DXpedition using both CW and FT8 on the 80M, 
20M and 17M bands. 


’ys AP2IN - 


Karachi Pakistan 


This card confirms my FT8 QSO with AP2TN on 
12M. It's the only contact I've made with 
Pakistan, so it's another All Time New One 
(ATNO). 
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AMATEUR RADIO CLUB — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 

Honorary President in Perpetuity 

CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Robert Barron KA5WSS — President 

Ed Jacobson, W1EJ — Vice President 

Dave Dammuller, KD6FIL — Secretary/Treasurer 
Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 

Moe Llanes, KI6JNU — ACS Unit Leader 
Elizabeth Morris-Mowrey, N6LY — VE Liaison 
Darrel Jones, WD6BOR -— Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Editor 

Robert Barron, KASWSS — Webmeister 


“Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after 
benefits of membership in VOMARC. “—S. Marler 


WEB PAGE: http://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 P.M.) local, 
except meeting nights on the 145.350 repeater, -600 kHz, PL 
88.5 Hz. 


Breakfast Nets are held every Tuesday and Saturday morning 
at 7:30 AM on the 146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 


Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 
C/O Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 

Sonoma, CA 95476 


ACS VOMARC 
NET CONTROL ASSIGNMENTS NET CONTROL ASSIGNMENTS 


Name Call Name Call 


JANUARY ROBERT KA5WSS 
FEBRUARY DARREL WD6BOR 
MARCH MOE KI6JNU 
APRIL DAVE KD6FIL 
MAY ED W1EJ 
JUNE FRANK KG6N 
JULY ED W1EJ 
AUGUST CARL N6TTV 
SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP 
OCTOBER JOHN W8EWL 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


JANUARY MOE KI6JNU 
FEBRUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ 
MARCH SCOTT KJ6QIQ 
APRIL JIM K6UUW 
MAY DICK KF6FZM 
JUNE MOE KI6JNU 
JULY 
AUGUST BILL KJ6EIG 
SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP 
OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


VOMARC MEMBERSHIP 2023 


Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member at same address. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 


QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of 
Congress, National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Address: APT: 
City: State: ZIP: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
VOMARC Membership: Complimentary with Class—Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen: 


Dues may be mailed to VOMARC in care of the Sonoma Police Department, 175 1* St West, CA 95476, or 
brought to the next meeting. Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 
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